Strength in members.
In March 2020, everything changed for our industry. The past year
has shown how much we can accomplish when we come together
and speak with a unified voice. Please join us as we work to bring our
great and vital industry back—become a NYSRA member today.

Here are some of our major accomplishments over the last year:
NATIONAL ADVOCACY

STATE ADVOCACY

•

All work at the National level is done in
conjunction with our partner, the National
Restaurant Association, and focused on
our NY delegation in Congress.

•

Successfully lobbied for Alcohol to Go during
the shutdown and every 30 days thereafter.
State legislation has been introduced and
we will push to make it permanent.

•

$28.6B Restaurant Revitalization Fund.

•

Governor Cuomo declared restaurants essential
businesses for takeout and delivery.

•

Worked with the NYS Dept. of Agriculture
and Markets to allow restaurants to
operate as grocery stores.

•

Lobbied for a commercial rent eviction
moratorium, it has most recently been
extended through May 2, 2021.

Expanding tax credits that support employment.

•

Successfully lobbied for outdoor dining in Phase 2.5.

- Restaurants can now receive up to $19,000
per eligible employee in Employee Retention
Tax Credits across 2020 and 2021.

•

Worked with the State Liquor Authority to
allow for an expedited process to approve
expanded outdoor dining and for service to
expand onto contiguous municipal land.

•

Provided guidelines language on buffets, so they
could be re-opened as part of indoor dining.

•

Pushed for specific guidelines to
re-open catered events.

•

Constantly worked to ease restrictions and
change guidelines across the state.

- This fund will help the hardest hit small and
medium-sized restaurants kickstart recovery.
•

Securing access to $72+ billion in Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loans.
- Worked with Congress twice to refine
this program to meet the specific needs
of restaurants.

•

•

Two COVID Relief Packages passed by Congress.

•

Delay of Payment of Employer Payroll Taxes:
Businesses can defer (pay half by Dec. 2021 & half
by Dec. 2022) their share of social security taxes.

•

A Fix to the Qualified Improvement Property (QIP)
Tax Glitch: After many years, we finally won the fight
for Congress to fix this drafting mistake. Restaurants
can now permanently depreciate eligible renovations
over 15 years, instead of 39, and they can fully and
immediately deduct these expenses in 2018–2022

LOCAL ADVOCACY

LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT

•

Enacted legislation in NYC, Westchester, Albany and
Monroe Counties to cap third party delivery fees at
15% and 5% for marketing and other fees. Working
with other counties to urge them to adapt similar
orders, pushing for this legislation to pass at the
State level.

•

NYSRA was mentioned in more than 650 stories
by regional and national media outlets, getting our
message out and drawing attention to the plight of
the restaurant industry in NY.

•

Surveyed the industry numerous times to provide
data on the economic impact to the industry.

•

Enacted legislation in NYC to prevent personal
guarantees on commercial rent leases from
being enforced, and helped get it extended from
September 2020 to March 31, 2021.

•

•

Successfully defeated “Essential Worker Bill of
Rights” legislation in the New York City Council,
which would have imposed industry-wide premium
pay and “just cause” rules.

Webinars are now open to members and nonmembers at no cost. NYSRA presented more
than 40 webinars with industry experts to give
restaurateurs the information they need to navigate
this crisis and successfully reopen and recover.

•

Worked with NYC government to expand outdoor
space for outdoor dining through the Open
Restaurants program and helped to make the
program year-round and permanent.

Created the NY Restaurant Promise to encourage
cooperation and compliance to help ensure
everyone’s safety as restaurants began to reopen
for indoor dining.

•

Created a Caterers Council and we hold weekly
calls to discuss issues specific to their businesses.  

•

Provided daily updates and held 195 operator
calls to keep restaurateurs informed and to
share best practices on reopening and rebuilding
their businesses.

•

Calls and webinars to review guidance updates and
changing policies with members to ensure that they
are able to follow regulations and avoid fines.

•

Grassroots campaigns on social media to draw
attention and garner public support for issues we
were pushing to move forward.

•

•

Pressed NYC Fire Departments, Dept of Buildings,
and Dept of Transportation and sped the release of
winterization standards for outdoor dining, including
heater usage rules.

•

Worked with the State to clarify that Erie County
was misinterpreting the rules for bar seating.

•

Successfully advocated for the return of NYC
indoor dining.

•

Sent a letter from NYSRA’s Legal Counsel to Nassau
County about its interpretation of gathering limits
as it pertains to catered events. They responded and
have reversed their decision to allow more than one
event of 50 people at the same time as long as they
are truly separate events.

We are here, working for you every day.

We want to say a heartfelt thank you to every owner/operator
in New York for the strength and courage you have shown.
Now let’s work together to rebuild this great and vital
industry—the backbone of our local communities.
Become a NYSRA member today! nysra.org | 800.452.5212

